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CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS GUIDE 101

SECTION 111

Sola Scriptura (Bible Alone)

Sola soriplura { Latim ablative, by sengiure alone” ) 1% the assertion that the Bible as God's
wrilten word is self-puthenticating, clear {perspicunes j io the rmtiopal repder, its own
interpreter (CScripture interprets Scripiwre” ), and sufTicient of itself 1o be the final
awthority of Christian doctnse. (4)

"And kivw Trom childhood you have been acquainied with the socred wrilimgs which are
ahle (o ipstrsc your fosr salvation through fosth in Chnst Jesus, All scnplore is mspared h:.
Loowd adid prodalabde for teachang. For repiod, Fof cormection, and o Irsnahg 16
reghlesgsness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good saork.”
(2 Timothy 31517, ESY)

The Bible clamms 1o be the sode and suflicient infallible rule of fxith for the Christan
Church, The Scripdures are nol in need of any supplement; theer authority comes from
thear nature as Ced-Breathed mevelation; ibeir avthority is pod dependent upon man,
church or council. The Scripures ane sell-consistent, sell-interpreting. amd self-
aghenbcaling. The Chrotian Church looks 10 the Scnplures as the only infallible @nd
sulleceend mule of faath, and the Charch s always subject fo the Word, and s constantly
reformed therehy. (%)

From a Cathalic pemspective, having e rely on the Scnpluees alone o prove the boachings
of the Church is illogical. unhistorical, inconsistent and unbiblical. This is because we
only know of the inspiration of ihe Scripiures due to the teaching authoniy of the
Catholic Churnch.

The Cathalic Charch, through ler Popes and Councils, gaibered topether the separsic
baocks that the carly Chrstians venerated; formed a collection (drew up a Hst or catalog of

inspured and aposiodic wntmgsy; and declared thal only these were the Sacred Scnpluncs
of the Mew Testamen! along with the Alexandrian Canon (e, The Sepluagint b of the O8d

Testament,

The Mew Testamenl caime 1600 exisicace an the dth Centiary swhen il wias dehinod by the
Cathidic Church. The decisions of the Councils of Hippo and Canthage were laler ratified
by the councils of Second Nicaca (AD. TET). Florence (AD. 14400, and Trem (A D
1525-46). Por over | 100 years, all Cheistaans had the same books o iheir Bibles. It was
meid il the advent of Prodeslantism thal the bogkes of the Canon swere called mio
guestion, Mariin Luther wanted to remove (among olher books ) James, Heboews, 2 Peler,
and Revelation, A carcful stsdy of the books that were remaoved from the Protestamt Bible
reveals that the reason for their nemaoysal {or allcmplod remoyvial ) was mannly docinnal:
James 2:2 126 relutes the Prsesant doctnme of salvation through fasth in Jesos Chnst
alone apan (rom persevernee in doing pood (50la Fidel: 2 Peter 2:1-3 wamed againsi
“false prophets® within the Church who would “bring in destructive heresies™; 2
Maccabees 1 2:45 perhaps the strongeil Scrplaral evidenoe of the exisicnce of Purgatory
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David Hill, Presbytenan mimster and Semor Lecturers of Biblical Stsdies, University o
Shelfseld wrvles,

It is om Peter hamsell, ihse confessor of his Messiahship, that Jesuas will baild the Church,

Alteempis to milerprcl the ‘mock’ as sodtcibung olher than Peter i o (6. g, las Tanth,
the trath revealed to hamp are dee o Prodestant bias, and introduce to the sistemsent a

depree of subilety which ks highly unlikely.
[ The Cospel of Manbew [Grand Rapads, ML Eerdmans; 1972], 261 ).
Protestamt weler amd Aramabe scholar, Geornge Lamsa wriies of binding and loosing.

‘He has the key, mecans he can declare cortain things 1o be Bawiul] and odbers wnlaswtul:
that 1s 1o bingd or fo loose, or te prohibil or (o permel, or b forpive

(O Testansent Laght (New York, NY: Harper & Row: 19}, 657

Catbidic Apologist) The evidence of Holy Scrptuse (RS follows:

I, Mmthew 16:15; "And 1 tell you, vou are Peter, and on thas rock | will busld vy church;
and the powers of death shall mod prevail against "

The rock {Grreek, petra) refemed 10 bere 15 58, Peter lomeell, not has fasih or Jesus Cheesd.

Christ appears here ol as e foundation. buf as the architect who “buibds.” The Church

is baile, Bol on confessions, but o confessors - living men (see. ¢.2.. | Peter 2:5) Today,
the overwhelmang consensas of the gread majorily of all blical schadars amd

commentalors s 10 favor of the tradvrmal Catholic understanding, Here 50 Peter 1s

spoken of as the foundation-stone of the Church, making him head and superior of the
famaly of God (pe.. the seed of the docinme of the papacy ). Moreover, Rock embodics a
metaphor applied o ham by Chnst in a sense analogous to the sulfénng and despased
Messiah (1 Peter 2:4-8; of, Matthew 2142 Without a solid foundsison o howse falls, 54
Peter is the foundation, bat not founder of the Church, admingstrator, but not Lord of the
Chisrch. The Good Shephicrd (Jahn 10001 ) gavies us otheér shepherds as well { Ephesaans
CHEIE

2. Manbew 16:19 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven .

The "power of the keys™ has to do with ecclesanstical discypling and sdmimistratsve
puathority with regand 1o the requirements of the faith, as im Isajah 2322 (cf. lsniah Sof
Jobv 12:14; Revelation 3:7). From this power flows the use of censures, excommunicalion,
absolution, baptismal discipline, the imposition of penances, and legislative powers. In
the O¥d Testament a steward, or prime menisier is a man who is “over a hoase™ {Ceenesis
1Al A3 0% 44:4; | Kings 4:6; 169, 15:3; 2 Kimgs 1S 1 5:5; 18:18; Isakah 22:15.20-
21)
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In Marthew 1518, the Apostics are given aithamty o bamd and loose. This suthonty
inclsdes administening and removang the temporal penalises due 1o sin

“IF your brother sans agaanst youl. go and tell him s faull, between you and him adone. 1
e Distedis b vous, youl have gaanad yous brodhar. Bt of he docs ol Dslei. take e Of T
clhers abong with vou, thal every word may be conlirmmed by the evedence of two or three
wilpesscs, I Be retuses oo lisien toghem. il 1 jo the Charch: ansd o he refuses g asien
even 1o tse church, bet ham be 1o you as & Gentile and a tax collecior. Truly, | say o yvou,
whatever you band on carth shall be bowund 10 beaven, and whatever vou lisose on carth
shall be kwrsed im beaven.” (Matthew 18:15:18, R5Y)

"“||'.:. Lol Forgives sams. Since e s (e Som ol Cexd, Jesus says ol imsell, e Som ol
man has awhonty on carth 1o forgavie sins” and exenciacs this divine power: ™ Your sins
pre forgiven.” Puriber, by virfee of his devine puthority he gives this power b men o

cxercise in his name,” (31441, CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH)

“The words band and lsse mean: whomever you exchude from your commumon, sl be
excluded from communion with Caod; whomever vou receive angw iale your Conmunson
Crond will welcome back e has. Reconcilianon with the Charch 13 imseparable from
recomc latsen with Ceod.™ (%1445, CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH b

The Sacred Scripture distinguish between Mortal amd Yenial sin;

o “If any ome sees his brother commiiting what is nof o moniad sin, he will ask, and
Crind wild Eive Birm bife Tor those whose sim e nol morial, There is sin which is
miortal; 1 do md 2ay that o i 1o pray for that. All wrongdomng s sin, but thene s
sim whach is not mortal.™ (1 John 5: 1617, RSV )

o “And that servand whio knew Bis muaster's will, but did sl mnke ready or pcl
aocording o s w ill, shall receive a severe Bealing But e wheo did nodt know, ponid
dhd what descrved a beahing, shall frecave a hght beatag. Every onc 1o whom
misch i given, of him will much be required;” (Luke 1 2:47-48, R5Y)

Siwer the centunies the concrdte formm m whiech the Charch has exercised thas poiver
recdnved o the Lond hax vaned considerably. Dhureng the feist centuncs the
reconcilisikm of Chnstians who hed commiited parisculardy grave sims alfler thear Bapiism
(for example, sdodatry, murder, or aduliery) was tied o a very ngoroes discipline,
acvofdifg o which peaienis had e deo puldic ponance fof thesr sims, ofven [od vars,
before recerving reconciliateon. To this “order of pentents” {whech concermed ondy
cerlain grave sins), one was only rarely admited amd in certain regions only once ina
lifeteme. Lnng the seventh CE AL Ersh massgenancs, enspired by the Eanters moiastiy
tradhitiodm, bk e continenlal Europe the  paivale practsce of penatce, which does mog
reguire pablee and prodonged completion af pemteniial works belore reconcilatiim wih
the Chuerch, Froms that teme on, the sescrmmeni has been P [opmmeed am wecret belw een
et anid frrisl Ihis aewa frra T Envissaney fhee I_'I-\.I"\."\.Il"llll:l o] pepetilinn and w0
cpemiéd the way 10 a fegular requenting of this sacrament. [ allvwed the Torgiviensss ol
grave sans and venial sins (o be miegraled ivlo one sacramental celebratvm. In ity main

)
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